
MBON connects and provides support to exising na
tional and regional marine observation programs and provides
the framework for a community of practice. The framework is
a partnership between national and regional programs and
the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS/IOCUNESCO),
the Ocean Biogeographic Information System (OBIS/IOCUN
ESCO), and GEO BON. The PoletoPole MBON of the Amer
icas (P2P MBON) is a step toward regional collaboraion and
support groups.

OBIS is the most comprehensive gateway to the world’s
ocean biodiversity and biogeographic data and information
required to address pressing coastal and world ocean con
cerns. It is a global alliance that facilitates free and open ac
cess to, and application of, biodiversity and biogeographic
data and information on marine life. More than 25 OBIS
nodes around the world connect 500 institutions from 56
countries. Collectively, they have provided over 47 million ob
servations of nearly 120 000 marine species, from Bacteria to
Whales, from the surface to 10 900 meters depth, and from
the Tropics to the Poles.

http://iobis.org

The PoletoPole (P2) Marine Biodiversity Observation Network in

the Americas (P2P MBON) is a regional effort to document the on

going changes in marine biodiversity occurring along the coasts of

the Americas, from the Arctic to Patagonia and to Antarctica.

To facilitate effective decision making on sustainable development,

it is important to understand these changes and their implications.

The vision P2P MBON Americas is to (1) connect and consolidate

existing observing programs along the coasts of the Americas, (2)

integrate surveys on species distribution, movement, habitat, and

genetic material, (3) develop a community of practice and foster

collaboration on science and sharing of data, and (4) share infra

structure (e.g. for sample analysis).

The course provides an introduction to the Ocean Biogeographic In

formation System (OBIS) and to Earth Observation (remote sensing)

tools. This includes best practices in the collection of marine

biogeographic data, and data management, publication, access, ana

lysis, and visualisation. The course builds capacity to:

 Improve the quality of the marine biogeographic data.

 Increase awareness of international standards and best

practices related to marine biogeographic data

 Increase the amount of open access data published through

OBIS and its OBIS nodes

 Increase the use of data from OBIS for science, species

conservation and areabased management applications and the

development of SDG related indicators

Training Event Information

When
14 August 2017, during AmeriGEOSS week

Where
University of Costa Rica
Cuidad Universitaria Rodrigo Facio Brenes
San José, Costa Rica

What will I learn?
 OBIS mission and objectives
 Principles of remote sensing and basic access/use of

satellite data (ocean color, temperature, etc.)
 Use of Darwin Core standards for:

species occurrence records, taxonomy,
event/sample records and
biological and environmental observations

 Data quality control tools
 Publishing data through IPT and OBIS
 Use of OBIS data access tools (API/R)

Languages
Spanish and English

Are there any prerequisites?
The participants must have a dataset of biodiversity records
ready for upload into OBIS. Some level of expertise in Excel
and R is desirable but not required.

Instructors
Eduardo Klein (Univ. Simón Bolívar eklein@usb.ve)
Ben Best (EcoQuants bdbest@gmail.com)
Enrique Montes (Univ. S. Florida emontesh@mail.usf.edu)
Frank MüllerKarger (Univ. S. Florida carib@mail.usf.edu)

Marine Biodiversity
Observation Network (MBON):
OBIS and Remote Sensing Tools for
Characterizing Life in the Sea

For more information please contact:
joedoe@joedoe.com


